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E: southamcollege@welearn365.com

www.southamcollege.com
Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/SouthamCollege

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/SouthamCollege

How will you enhance your
Southam journey?

Clubs available to join:

Art  

Maths 

Extreme Reading

ICT 

Science 

ECO club

Gardening 

Dance

Cheerleading

Gymnastics

Drama

Football

Rugby

Textiles Club

Creative Writing

Animal Club

Musical Theatre

KS5 Literary Society 

Concert Orchestra

Craft

Houses:

Godiva (Blue)

Webb Ellis (Yellow)

Shakespeare (Purple)

Whittle (Red)
 Southam  
College provides  
an outstanding  
education for  
its students.

Ofsted March 2014



Thank you for taking the time  
to read through our prospectus. 
I hope that it will give you a flavour of our 
achievements to date, our determination 
to improve further and most importantly 
how your child would be nurtured to fulfil  
their potential with us.

I believe that Southam College is a very special place and  
I am very proud to be Headteacher of the school. It has  
truly fantastic students, supportive parents and talented  
and dedicated staff. By working together, we have created  
a caring and focused learning ethos in which every student 
can flourish and be the best that they can be in every aspect 
of school life.

We believe passionately that there is nothing that 
cannot be achieved and we always have the highest 
expectations of every one of our students. We expect 
them to wear their uniform smartly and with pride at  
all times, to behave well and to always try their best  
in every activity they attempt.

We aim to support every student by working in partnership 
with parents and carers; keeping them informed at all times 
about the achievements of their children and by asking them 
to keep us informed about what is happening at home. 
Through developing strong home school links we aim to 
ensure that students are fully supported to develop their 
talents in the best possible way.

In our last two Ofsted reports (2011, 2014) the school 
was classed as being outstanding. This is a well deserved 
accolade reflecting the quality of provision that we offer. 
However, we believe that we can improve further in all  
areas of school life. I am determined that we will develop  
our practice so that every student leaves school at the  
end of each day happy and having enhanced their learning.

Finally, Southam College is a school where every child  
is valued for their individual talent and where there really  
is no limit to what can be achieved!

Mr R.S. Samra (BA MA)
Head teacher

Welcome
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Outstanding
Ofsted

100%

Grade 4 or  
above in English 
and Maths

88%

3 A*-E A Levels



How do we  
perform academically?

What do  
students study?

Southam College Prospectus

Students at Southam College achieve highly in both GCSE 
and A Level subjects. Our GCSE performance places us 
amongst the best schools nationally, and the vast majority 
of A Level students gain the top A*-B grades before 
going onto university.

At Southam College we provide an exciting curriculum with a focus  
on innovative learning and teaching. The curriculum is broad, balanced 
and personalised to cater for the needs and abilities of all our students. 
We have in place an extensive range of initiatives to support and 
stretch our more able students and a well established Learning 
Support Department to ensure that every student fulfils their potential.

· English Language
· Mathematics
· Science
· Philosophy & Ethics

· Life Skills
· Physical Education
· English Literature

· French
· Spanish
· German
· Art
· Drama
· History
· Technology Subjects
· Information Technology
· Engineering

· Geography
· Music
· Physical Education
· Business
· Photography
· Media Studies
· Computer Studies
· Health and Social Care

In addition, students also choose 
options from a range of GCSE  
subject areas which include:

Key Stage 4

Key Stage 3
In Key Stage 3 students 
are placed in mixed ability 
groups for most subjects with 
setting by ability introduced 
as students progress through 
the college. In years 7 and 8 
students follow a broad range 
of subjects based on National 
Curriculum requirements.

In years 9, 10 and 11 all students 
follow courses in:

These courses are in:
· English
· Mathematics
· Science
· Technology
· Music
· Geography
· History
· Art 

· Life Skills
· Philosophy & Ethics
· Physical Education
· Drama
· Information Technology
· Computer Science
· Two Modern Languages

National
average: 94.8%*

A*-E pass rate
National
average: 98.1%

88%

100%

95%

GCSE Exam 
Performance

A2 Exam  
Performance

Attendance

5

National
average: 948

1670
Students

9-4 in English  
and Maths
National
average: 64%*
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How are students 
cared for and supported?

Southam College Prospectus

On admission, students are placed 
in house-based, mixed ability tutor 
groups with a tutor and Head of 
Year responsible for monitoring the 
progress and development of each 
student. Tutors will see their tutor 
group during registration periods at 
the start and end of each day. They 
are a constant point of contact to 
celebrate and reward achievements 
and alleviate any concerns students 
may have. For example, we are 
signed up to the Anti-Bullying 
Charter and are proud of our robust 
procedures to prevent bullying  
of any kind occurring.

“Students appreciate the  
high-quality teaching, personal 
support and guidance which they 
receive at the school. Relationships 
across the school are highly positive 
and make a significant contribution 
to the outstanding learning.

Students are keen to succeed and 
they try their best.” (Ofsted 2014)

We value close communication 
with parents and aim to keep them 
fully informed about the college’s 
activities and the progress of their 
child. Parents have the opportunity 
to meet all of their child’s subject 
teachers at an annual Parents’ 

Evening. Year 7 parents are also 
invited to a settling in evening soon 
after students start at the college. 
In addition to these formal contact 
points, parents are welcome to 
see their child’s tutor, teachers and 
Heads of Year by appointment at 
any time throughout the school year. 

All students are given a planner  
at the start of each academic year. 
The planner will have key information 
about a student’s academic targets 
and their current attainment levels  
as well as a record of all home 
learning set.

Students are encouraged to  
develop a sense of responsibility for 
maintaining our caring community. 
Many students act as paired 
readers, peer mentors or voluntarily 
give their time to help in primary 
schools and the local community. 

This not only helps others but 
encourages the development of 
leadership and social skills within  
our students.

At Southam College teachers and 
support staff will get to know the 
students that they teach extremely 
well and will constantly work with 
them to ensure that they make 
academic progress and enjoy  
their time with us.

The way in which we care and support all our students was graded  
as outstanding during our Ofsted inspection. We are especially 
proud of this as it underpins everything that we do at our school. 
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All groups of students, including disabled students and 
those who have special educational needs, those who 
speak English as an additional language, students from 
ethnic minority backgrounds and the most-able students, 
make outstanding progress throughout the school in 
most subjects. This is because teachers make sure that 
the students learn quickly and are given work which is 
appropriately challenging.

(Ofsted March 2014)
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   A fully subscribed outstanding 
11-18 mixed community school 
with excellent standards  
of student behaviour.

    A school with Eco and 
International School status.

    We are a National Teaching 
School and a National Support 
School. In these roles we work 
with other schools to share  
and develop best practice.

    88% of students gained  
Grade 4 and above in  
English and Maths in 2018.

   96% Grade 4 and above  
in English  
88% Grade 4 and above  
in Maths 
100% A*-E grades at A2.  
58% A*-B grade at A2. 
84% A*-C grade at A2.

    A vibrant House System 
encourages friendly 
competition, high achievement 
and develops a community 
ethos between younger  
and older students.

    An expanding successful sixth 
form where the vast majority  
of students go onto university. 
 

 A well equipped site with  
an extended space for 
English and Maths, 
refurbished Tennis courts, food 
rooms and Science labs, as well 
as an all-weather floodlit football  
pitch and impressively  
spacious playing fields.

A well developed liaison 
programme with primary  
schools helps students to  
feel excited about joining 
Southam College.

A vast array of extra-curricular 
activities and school trips 
help to enrich students with 
memorable experiences.

  A modern, extended  
and refurbished cafeteria,  
serves healthy balanced meals.

  A new Science block and 
Music block with recording 
studio and practice rooms.

New PE changing rooms.

 In March 2014 Southam College was graded outstanding for the second time, 
building on the success of January 2011.

8

Why are we  
proud of our school?

Southam College Prospectus
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The curriculum makes a significant contribution to students’ 
outstanding achievement and behaviour because it is well 
matched to students’ interests and it promotes their personal 
development effectively. An extensive range of additional trips, 
visits and clubs, which are all extremely well attended, help 
students to develop their spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
understanding very well.

(Ofsted March 2014)
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What makes our 
Sixth Form so popular?
In our Sixth Form students have the opportunity to pursue a wide range  
of courses and are regarded as a key part of the school. They are placed in 
Houses alongside all other students and are actively encouraged to become 
involved in peer mentoring/reading support. We expect all our Sixth Form 
students to act as role models for the rest of the school. Achievement in the 
past four years has been excellent with above national average results at A*- B 
and also a 100% pass rate at A* - E. Our vocational routes have been equally 
successful. Students progress to a variety of post Sixth Form destinations 
including both university and employment.

Students are highly motivated to achieve their 
best at Southam College, which is down to the 
supportive and dedicated staff that provide us 
with so much guidance. The support network 
and freedom here has allowed me to excel as 
a person. I am so privileged to be head girl at 
this outstanding school.

Verity Spencer - Head Girl 2018/19

· Applied Business
· Applied ICT
· Art & Design
· Biology
· Chemistry
·  Drama & 
Theatre Studies

· Economics
· English Language
· English Literature
· Philosophy & Ethics
· French
· Geography
· German
· Graphics
· History
· Mathematics

· Further Mathematics
· Information Technology
· Media Studies
· Music
· Health & Social Care
· Photography
· Physical Education
· Physics
· Product Design
· Psychology
· Sociology
· Textiles
·  Level 3 BTEC Science
· Level 3 BTEC Sport
· Spanish
· Food

‘A’ Level subjects 

In years 12 and 13, AS and A Level 
students can choose subjects from:

In addition, students can take part  
in extra-curricular activities and sport  
to keep active during sixth form

The success of Southam College is down 
to two key components. First come the 
students, the dedication and passion they 
show means that the Sixth-Form is filled 
with an eagerness to learn. Secondly is 
the staff who underpin all that happens in 
this community with their knowledge and 
guidance to make every student a success. 
It is an honour for me to be part of such a 
welcoming and wonderful environment.

Daniel Ridges - Head Boy 2018/19
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12

Extra-Curricular

Do we offer lots of  
Extra-curricular  
activities?

Southam College Prospectus

Yes! At Southam College we provide an exciting curriculum 
with a focus on innovative learning and teaching. The 
curriculum is broad, balanced and personalised to cater for 
the needs and abilities of all our students. We have in place 
an extensive range of initiatives to support and stretch our 
more able students and a well established Learning Support 
Department to ensure that every student fulfils their potential.
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There is a major school production each term featuring Drama, Music, Dance, 
Gymnastics or Trampolining. The last Dance Production had a cast of 150 students.  
This reflects the enthusiasm of our students to get involved. They certainly take a real 
pride in their performances.

Our sports teams have a superb reputation in the local area, with many students going  
on to represent the district, county or beyond. The PE Department offer a wide range  
of activities in order for students to find a sport they enjoy and achieve in. 

We offer a wealth of traditional team games (being one of the few state schools to offer 
regular Saturday morning Rugby) and new activities such as Cheerleading. These activities 
will hopefully encourage our students to stay fit and healthy in adult life. The Sports 
Personality of the Year evening is a fabulous celebration of sporting achievement  
and commitment.

All students are placed in one of four houses. The house system enables healthy and 
spirited competition involving activities such as music, chess, cooking, spelling, maths, 
general knowledge, singing, reading, debating and a myriad of sports competitions.  
There are many strengths of the house system. A key one is that students of different 
ages mix so positively and support each other.

School residentials and trips are some of the most memorable experiences for students 
at Southam College and help to bring learning to life. They are heartily encouraged and 
carefully mapped out across all school years. Last year’s highlights included Sixth Form 
visits to Uganda, Iceland and New York, a Year 10 Ski Trip to Austria, a Year 9 Battlefield 
Trip and Year 8 trips to Spain and Germany. There are regular trips to theatres, museums, 
art galleries, sporting events and sites of historic or geographic interest.

for all year groups

Residentials
and trips

to choose from

30+
extra-curriclar  
clubs

4
houses
across all year groups 
contribute towards a 
healthy and competitive 
school ethos

Life at Southam College is enriched by a vast array of extra-curricular 
activities such as clubs in Art, Maths, Extreme Reading, Films, ICT, 
Science, Eco Schools, Engineering, Drama and the many Music  
and Sports Clubs. Our clubs are open to students of all abilities.
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We believe that our students should develop “intelligence with character” 
to increase their chances of success in their academic studies, their career 
progression, their future employability, their hobbies, their social life and as 
citizens that contribute positively to their community. Therefore at Southam 
College we run a number of initiatives throughout the year to promote these 
values and to develop these positive character traits.
 
These include a number of opportunities throughout 
the academic year for students to participate in 
different learning challenges that encourage teamwork, 
resilience, communication, enthusiasm and leadership. 
Alongside these opportunities we also offer our 
students a comprehensive tutor programme each 
week highlighting the importance of different qualities 
which are essential in order for us to contribute to 

the community in which we are a part of. Throughout 
the year each student will develop their own personal 
character passport to showcase the achievements 
and progress that they have made. We believe that the 
principles of commitment, communication, resilience 
and independence are essential in allowing our 
students to “be the best they can be”.

Southam College serves a wide catchment area from  
the town of Southam itself and surrounding villages. 

The main catchment area of the college encompasses the parishes of Bishops 
Itchington, Chapel Ascote, Chesterton, Harbury, Hodnell, Ladbroke, Long Itchington, 
Lower Radbourne, Lower Shuckburgh, Napton, Priors Hardwick, Priors Marston, 
Southam, Stockton, Stoneton, Ufton, Upper Radbourne, and Upper Shuckburgh. 

How do students get to and from 
Southam College?

After almost 7 years at this school I could not be more 
grateful for the effort the teachers have put in to go above 
and beyond what is expected, to helps us achieve the best 
grades possible. Southam College has given me great 
facilities and opportunities, with plenty of extracurricular 
clubs to get involved in allowing my confidence to grow. 

Sophie Dollar, Year 13 student

Character Education at 
Southam College
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